Volunteer Lawyers, Business
Council Combine For Culture

By SALLY FRIEDMAN .
FORTH:E BULLEUN :

PHILADELPHIA — Therewas .
awedding of sorts last week in the:

elegarit upstaits galleries of the

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine |

Arts Historjc Landmark Buildinig,
The event marked the hap
union of two of Philadelphia’s cfl?l

tozal institutions; and. the “wed- -

ding;gifts” will be distributed not
just to the region’s artists and arts

organizations, but to its populace ;

aswell. -
.And thcrem liesatale. :
“‘Back - in 1978, Michael

Coleman, then a. lawyer Who

would” become | a  partner at:
Philadelphia’s Pepper Hamilton,

.becamé”a unique matchmaker.

Comimitted to helping individuals -
and organizations Workmg-w and’
‘sometimes struggling = in‘the: 8
arts, Mr. Coleman appealed to his. *

fe]]ow lawyers to vo unteer thelrj

services and expertise atfio cost to
the arts comsiwunity. It furned out
to be a match made in. heaven. -

“Philadelphia -

SUCCCSS

“We were able to create a sup-

portwe environmerit for artists
and in'the process, and we also
were dédicated to keeping gifted
artists from' leaving tge city for
other places by providing them
with fres legal services,” said Mr.
Coleman, still a passionate advo-
cate for the arts and currently a
partnerata legal search company.

Meanwhile, ancther organiza-
tion, the Arts & Business Council
of Greater Phﬂadelphja launched

in' 1981 under the auspices.of the-

Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Cormrnerce, was also volunteenng

ifs sétvicesto help the regions arts.

and cultural institutions through
the busmess acumen of its merm-
bers.: :

Thetwo orgamzanons = SAME
and:
resources— becamne onelast week:

goal different” talents-

Volunteer.
Lawyers fortheArtswasanmstantr

pznegander@aol com”

mthe mergerthat isthe toastofthe

_region’s growing arts COMITIENILY.

s o the. first. < time

'Phﬂadelphlas artists,.and: arts'

organizations cangb to one source,
and. find a larger, . stronger

'resou.rce, ? said Mr. Coleman.

“Nowthe arts community can’
get advice about everything froni
how to incorporate to budgeting,
strategic planning and feases and
contracts — all at ‘no cost. And

" when the Philadelphia arfs. and

culture énvironment thrives, busi-.

" ness thrives? Stephen S, Alchele

chair of the Arts & Busmcss
‘Council of Greater Phﬂadelphla’
board of directors, said. :

For Karen Davis, premdenta.nd |
CEO -of the Arts and Business -

“Council of Greater Philadelphia,
* the merger marks an earlybutwtal

step intoa few era, _
-“Mergers between nonproﬁts
in the arts and cultural sector are

‘notyetcommoniin this région; but ©

fnay become more prevalent as-

" cotporate! giving beconies . miore

narrowly focused ‘and strategic,
and the growth of the honprofit
sector outpaces the ‘growth of
funchng >sdid Ms. Davis. - ‘
“'The initial dlscussmns about
combmmg the two orgamzatlons
enérgies'and resdurces in 4 mote .-
cost-efficient manner rccogmzed
that in some ways, the sum could
become greater than ifs parfs, © -
“Best of all” noted Ms. Davis,

“the new entity will be able to

" eéxpand and deepen opportunities
- for individual artists and cultural
‘organizations. And what thatreal-

ly means is the enhanced overaII

“health of the cultural sector for ‘the‘: )

good of the region’s citizens?”

For * complete - information
about the Arts & Business Couricit:”
of Greater Phﬂadelphla, phone

© 215-790-3600 0r visit www.art-

sandbusmessphﬂa org-
- Sally Friedman can be reacbed at

Courtesy of Buchanan. Public Relutions

LEFT TO RIGHT Mlchael ‘Coleman, - Karen Davis’ and
Frederick Strober celebrate the Arts and Business Coum:ll and
Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts union at a recep-
tion Tuesday mght atthe PAFA Hlstonc Landmark Building.



